1 To distinguish himself from various relatives of the same name Charles Carroll regularly added "of Carrollton" to his signature, taking this designation from Carrollton Manor, a 10,000-acre estate he owned in Frederick County. Actually he resided for the most part in or near Annapolis and Baltimore. Biographies are by Kate Mason Rowland, Life and Correspondence of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 2 vols. (New York, 1898) , and Ellen Hart Smith, Charles Carroll of Carrollton (Cambridge, 1942) , the latter a delightfully written book.
roll thought of McHenry is evident from his rhymed comments below. The friendship was all the more creditable to both men because McHenry was a staunch Presbyterian and Carroll a staunch Catholic.
Carroll's verse reply may deserve a little attention as one of the few surviving products of this once noted man's pen except for his extensive correspondence. Although now seventy-five years old and retired from active politics, he retained a lively interest in public affairs as well as social ones. Accordingly he found it difficult to understand why his friend, aged a mere fifty-nine, should seem to be withdrawn from life. Indeed as early as 1800, being greatly disturbed by President Adams' "shifting conduct" and the dangerous influence of revolutionary France, he wrote to McHenry: "Altho' your remaining rather a spectator of than an actor in the passing scene, is founded on a proper motive, yet you will find it impossible to retain a neutral character, nor do I think it fit you should: we ought all, each in our several spheres, to endeavour to set the public mind right, & to administer antidotes to the poison that is widely spreading through the country." 3 At the time when the two verse letters were indited, the War of 1812, which, as good Federalists, both men detested, was in full career. McHenry retired to the mountains. Carroll stayed on in the Baltimore area and denounced through his letters Madison's administration. When, in 1812, a pro-war mob in Baltimore destroyed the printing office of an anti-administration newspaper, killing one man and injuring several, McHenry rejoiced that he was comfortably out of it all in the wilds of Allegany County, while Carroll, remaining near the center of activity, continued to voice his deep concern and in his rhyming epistle counseled McHenry to return to the city and write, not on remote pastoral subjects, but on the burning problems of the day.
The Rutgers manuscript is not in the graceful Carroll handwriting to be seen on the Declaration of Independence ; it may be a copy made by a member of the McHenry family. The poem appears in two parts separated by the initials and the date line, as indicated below. I have no explanation for the break or the change of pace, but the second part clearly continues the theme of the first and is obviously by the same author. The following is the complete reply Carroll addressed "To James M°Henry Esq r ," reprinted just as it was set down in the manuscript. It is apparent that the Signer had little aptitude for poetry 3 his friend easily surpassed him in this respect. But perhaps he had the more commendable life philosophy of the two. And conceivably the disparate attitudes of the two Marylanders, both of whom suffered much from ill health, may help to explain why McHenry died at the age of sixty-two while Carroll lived on into his ninetysixth year. It was his conviction that "life was given us-to live."
